In this paper we calculate at high-precision the Laurent expansions in ǫ = (4 − D)/2 of the 17 master integrals which appeared in the analytical calculation of 3-loop QED contribution to the electron g-2, using difference and differential equations. The coefficients of the expansions so obtained are in perfect agreement with all the analytical expressions already known. The values of coefficients not previously known will be used in the high-precision calculation of the 4-loop QED contribution to the electron g-2.
The g-2 of the electron is probably one of the most precise test of QED. Over the years, the continuous improvements in the precision of experimental determinations have demanded correspondent improvements of the theoretical predictions. Let us recall the current status of calculations of QED contribution to the electron g-2. One-and two-loop contributions are known in closed analytical form for a long time. The calculation of three-loop contribution in closed analytical form was completed more recently [1] , after many years of hard work. Four-loop contribution is known at present only numerically [2] , with a precision of about 2.5%, obtained using Monte-Carlo integration methods. At present this precision is adequate for comparison with current experimental determinations. Anyway, there is the need of a new independent high-precision calculation, in order to cross-check the current numerical value and to improve considerably its precision, in view of future experiments.
A technique which turned out to be useful in g-2 calculations is integration-by-parts [3, 4] . The contribution to g-2 of a graph, expressed in the form of a combination of many different integrals with different powers in the numerator and in the denominator, is reduced to a linear combination of a small set of "master integrals" by using identities obtained by integrating-by-parts in D-dimension space-time. The master integrals must be calculated analytically or numerically in the limit D → 4 by some method.
In Ref. [1] this technique was applied to the analytical calculation of the contribution to the electron g-2 of the last family of three-loop graphs still not known analytically, the so-called triple-cross graphs; the contributions of all the other three-loop graphs were already obtained in analytical form by other methods. The contribution of triple-cross graphs to the g-2 was reduced to a combination of 18 master integrals, called I 1 , I 2 , . . . , I 18 . The Laurent expansions in ǫ = (4 − D)/2 of the master integrals were calculated in analytical form, by direct calculation (the simpler ones) or by using identities which relate the coefficients of expansions to values of integrals in 4 dimensions already known from previous work [5, 6, 7, 8] . Subsequently, in Ref. [9] , we found that the QED contribution of all three-loop graphs can be reduced to a linear combination of the same master integrals, which are therefore the only master integrals needed in the three-loop calculation. We also found that one master integral, I 11 , is a linear combination of the integrals I 14 and I 18 so that only 17 master integrals are needed. The topology of the 17 master integrals is shown in Fig.1 .
We plan to use the integration-by-parts method in the calculation of the 4-loop contribution. We expect about 300 ∼ 400 master integrals; an analytical calculation seems to be out of reach, so that alternatively we consider a high-precision numerical calculation. Of course, we begin by calculating the simplest master integrals, those which factorize in products of master integrals with fewer loops. At 3-loop level there are two master integrals, I 15 and I 16 (see Fig.1 ), which factorize in one 2-loop master integral multiplied by one one-loop tadpole. At 4-loop, analogously, there are 17 4-loop master integrals which factorize in the product of one 3-loop master integral I j and the one-loop tadpole. The expansion in ǫ of the one-loop tadpole contains 1/ǫ, so that we need one additional term in the expansions of the 3-loop master integrals in order to obtain 4-loop master integrals expanded at the same level required in the 3-loop calculation. Unfortunately the number of terms of the expansions of I j of Ref. [1] just suffices to obtain the 3-loop result.
Therefore, for this reason, in this paper we have calculated at high precision (30 digits) deeper expansions in ǫ of the 17 master integrals I j : 
The integrals I j are defined as[1]
Q j contains the product of the denominators of the corresponding j-th graph of Fig.1 . The normalization factor is C = (π ǫ Γ(1 + ǫ)) 3 . The number of terms of the expansions of Eqs.
(1)-(17) suffices for the use in g-2 calculations at four and even more loops (actually, we have calculated much deeper expansions, not completely listed here for lack of space).
Eqs. (1)- (17) are to be compared with the corresponding analytical results of Ref. [1] . Due to an unfortunate misprint (see [9] ), in Ref. [1] the terms containing the constants C 1 , C 2 are missing in the r.h.s. of the integrals I 2 , I 3 , I 4 , I 5 , I 6 , I 7 and I 11 ; all the results which follow are however correct, as C 1 , C 2 cancel out systematically in the final results of [1] . For the ease of the reader we list here the correct expressions of the integrals I 2 , I 3 , . . . , I 7 (already appeared in [9] ); the remaining integrals are listed in Ref. [1] :
developed and described in detail in Refs. [12, 13] . This method consists in the construction and numerical solution of systems of difference equations between the master integrals I j (with polynomials in D and n as coefficients), seen as functions of the exponent n of one denominator. The difference equation for a given master integral contains in the r.h.s. only master integrals with less denominators, which are simpler; therefore the equations of the system can be resolved one at once, beginning with that corresponding to the simplest master integral and ending with that corresponding to the most complex. Suitably boundary conditions at n → ∞ must be provided for a proper solution of the difference equations. This implies the calculation of integrals with one loop less, which can be obtained by solving other systems of difference equations. The amount of calculations needed to work out and solve the systems of difference equations is rather high, so that the practical application of the method relies on the use of an automatic tool, the program SYS described in Ref. [12] . Because of some actual limitations of the program SYS, we have found it convenient to give a mass λ = 0 to the photon lines, so that the master integrals become functions I j (λ). Then, we have used the above described method to calculate the value of master integrals I j (1) (actually, these values were already calculated using this method in Refs. [14]; here we have repeated the same calculation increasing the numerical precision and the order of expansions in ǫ). (S. Laporta, High-precision ǫ-expansions of three-loop master integrals contributing to the electron g-2 in QED ) i
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